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1.  While not included on p. iii of the draft EIS, the $2.17 million loss in recreation 
benefits in the Reestablishment of Natural Flows Below the Dam Alternative was listed in 
Table S.1 and on p. 153.  The summary will be revised in the final EIS.

2.  Page 154 of the EIS discusses impacts of the Reestablishment of Natural Flows 
Below the Dam Alternative on recreation, p. 143 the impacts on fisheries, and p. 119 the 
impacts on downstream flows.  This information is also displayed in Table S.1.

3. Impacts of the Reestablishment of Natural Flows Below the Dam Alternative on 
wetlands in the district is discussed on p. 141-142 of the EIS and in Table S.1.

4.  See p. 154 of the draft EIS for impacts of this alternative on recreation.  Reclamation 
believes the analysis of impacts on reservoir fisheries is accurate.

5.  The $7.08 million in recreation benefits was based on 271,000 recreational visits at 
the reservoir in the No Action Alternative (see Table 4.19).  For the Reestablishment of 
Natural Flows Below the Dam Alternative, the recreational visitation model estimated 
188,000 recreational visits based on reservoir water elevations during the recreation 
season, or 83,000 fewer visits than in No Action.  This translated into a loss of about 
$2.17 million.  In the Reestablishment of Natural Flows Below the Dam Alternative, 
there would still be some recreation, even though the reservoir surface area would be 
smaller, fewer boat ramps would be usable, and the beach would revegetate in places.

The recreation visitation model is primarily based on the relationship between reservoir 
water elevations and recreation visitation.  It was able to directly account for qualitative 
factors such as the quality of the beach area or the number of usable boat ramps.  The 
model was statistically significant in the relationship between reservoir water elevations 
and recreation visits.  Recreation visitation and benefits could fall more that the model 
estimated, but what is important is that the model indicated that reservoir water elevations 
in the Reestablishment of Natural Flows Below the Dam Alternative would result in a 
significant reduction in visitation and benefits compared to the No Action Alternative.
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